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The central question in this presentation is whether it is possible to engage in dialogue with nature. And, if so, how does that dialogue look like and how can it be enriching for ourselves and our natural environment? When I posed these questions to myself, I began to realize that verbal dialogue, although an essential form of communication, does not suffice to understand the deeper relationship between human and nature. I realized that under the explicit, verbal, turn-taking dialogue with explicit words, signs and symbols, another less explicit, less systematic, broader and more fundamental form of dialogue can take place. This is what I want to explore in this keynote; how does this non-verbal form of dialogue look like when we engage into contact with the landscapes, plants, and sentient beings that surround us. And, if we succeed doing so, in what ways and under what conditions can this contact be enriching to the benefit for both ourselves and the natural word in which we participate. 
I will start with a description of the experience of awe, which has attracted the attention of scientist who demonstrate that this experience has important consequences for the way we experience ourselves as being impressed by powerful elements in our environment. Although the results of these investigations are significant and important for our self-understandings, I have the feeling that there as to be made a next step to become more fully engaged in nature. That step requires a more radical transformation of the relationship between human and nature. We are not only in nature but nature is also in us and even becomes aware of itself in us. This view has important implications for our dialogical and embodied responses to our natural environment. As I will demonstrate, artists and environmentalists, even more than scientists, have helped us to get into an enriching contact with nature that we not only admire or enjoy, but also “speaks” in us.
